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The references here to Palmerston were more serious
than they seem. There were slight gradations of differ-
ence in all the positive and negative creeds of the
Goderichites, but in their holy detestation of the swagger
of Palmerston and what they firmly believed to be the
dishonesty of Disraeli they were completely at one.
Layard, we know, was at the time a fanatical enemy
of the then Home Secretary and had already incurred
much odium by his indecent attacks upon him. If
Goderich was less outspoken, he felt none the less deeply.
Towards the end of 1853, he learnt to his horror that
Kingsley was beginning to entertain a kindlier feeling
for Palmerston, whereupon he thus poured out his
wrath to Hughes :

" Your news of Kingsley's admiration of Lord Palmer-
ston grieves me greatly. I cannot doubt that Viscount
to be the most unprincipled man in the House of
Commons next to Disraeli. ... I shall read the article
in Fraser eagerly ; but to set up Lord Palmerston as
the man to be Prime Minister is just about the most
wretched error and miserable falling down before clever-
ness (genius he has not) I can conceive. I can't help
writing strongly because few things make me so in-
dignant as the way in which men speak of and admire
Disraeli and Palmerston and Graham. Bad is best
perhaps nowadays among ' statesmen/ but when you
have got an honest man like Gladstone, to go and take
up with a self-seeking political adventurer like Lord
Palmerston is really grievous." l

The spirit of " prophecy " was not very strong on
Goderich when he wrote this letter, for within fourteen
months the " self-seeking political adventurer " justified
Kingsleyys " wretched error/' and actually became

* Letter to Hughes, December 23, 1853.